Richard L. Smalls

Richard L. Smalls, 85 of Albany, passed away on Thursday, July 14,
| 2022, after a brave battle with Multiple Myeloma.

My husband and best friend, departed our earthly home to meet his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and join his
parents, Mitchell Smalls and Henrietta Vanderhorst Smalls in Heaven. Richard was born on Maxwell
Plantation, South Island, Georgetown County, Georgetown, S.C. He graduated from Howard High School in
Georgetown and then enlisted in the U.S. Navy. While in the Navy, he served as a radar technician aboard the
USS Charles R. Ware and the USS Boston, Worlds first guided missile cruiser. He was proud of his
military service and was an active member of the 369th Henry Johnson Veterans Association. He was
privileged to be invited to the White House with members of the 369th when President Obama presented the
Medal of Honor Posthumously to Sgt. Henry Johnson. He worked in sales throughout his career, working for
Buckingham Hosiery in Albany, Montgomery Ward and eventually Transwestern Publishing Company. While at
Transwestern, he was recognized each year as one of the top salesmen throughout the country. A faithful
member of Sojourner Truth AME Zion Church in Albany, Richard served as Preacher Stewart; president and
treasurer of the Trustee Board. He was an usher, a member of the Voices of Truth Choir and a member of the
Lay Council. Richard loved his church and church family. Richard worked tirelessly through the years as a
Prince Hall Mason. He was a life member of Tuscan Lodge #85 where he served as Worshipful Master several
times. He was past Potentate of Altabari Temple #121; Past High Priest of Zerubbabel Chapter #8; Albany
Consistory #90 33rd degree; Alton J. Bennett Council #25 Royal and Select Masters; Galilee Comandry #20
PEC and NYS Grand Commandry Knights Templar, Past Most Grand Eminent Commander. Richard is
survived by his beloved wife, Kathleen Bisner-Smalls; their children, Jason R. Muhammad and his wife Kadara
and their children, Ayinde, Nzinga, Naimah, Imani, Isaiah and Azizah, all of Rochester, N.Y.; Matthew R.
Smalls and his daughter, Dalia of S. Orange, N.J.; Richard's children, Michelle Smalls and her children,
Moriah, Saeed and Adanna of Baltimore, Md.; Michael Smalls and his wife Ramona and Michael's children,
Michaela and Nigel of Washington, D.C., and Vincent Smith of Albany. Richard is survived by two sisters-n-
law, Dawn Gerard (Thomas) of Brunswick, N.Y., and Ethel Smalls of Albany. His special nieces, Darnelle
(Robert) Campbell of Levittown, Pa., and Starlene Footman of Philadelphia, Pa.; and his favorite cousins,
Joseph Vanderhorst (BJ), Anna Lize Gardner, and Caroline Simmons of Georgetown, S.C. In addition to his
parents he was predeceased by his beloved grandmother, Kate Washington; his brother, JL Smalls; and his
sisters, Katie Footman and Carriebell Harrison. The family wishes to thank Dr. Zen and the compassionate
treatment staff at NYOH for the wonderful care given to Richard. Especially, Andrea Hubalek, VA social
worker, who provided the family with continual support. Thank you to the staff at Trinity Nursery and Day Care
Center for your love and prayers throughout this difficult journey. A special thank you to our neighbor and
friend, Sam Coleman. Along with the Sojourner Truth Church family for loving Richard thru the years. Funeral
service will be on Tuesday, at 11 a.m. in the Gordon C. Emerick Funeral Home, 1550 Rt. 9 Clifton Park, NY
12065. Calling hours will precede the service on Tuesday, from 9-11 a.m. in the funeral home prior to the
service. Inurnment with full military honors will be on Wednesday, at 1:30 p.m. in the Gerald BH Solomon
Saratoga National Cemetery, Schuylerville, NY. Memorial contributions may be made to the "Smalls
Grandchildren Scholarship Fund" C/O Gordon C. Emerick Funeral Home, 1550 Rt. 9 Clifton Park, NY 12065.

For online condolences please visit Gordoncemerickfuneralhome.com
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